RECOLLECTIONS OF A PLAYEE
the late John Hoey, once president of Adams Express Company, and the first to revolutionize matters regarding stage costume. Her dresses were in good taste, and so handsome as to become almost the talk of the city. Mrs. Stoddart and I were reengaged for the season of 1856, my position in the theater being of so minor a character that I made application for Mrs. Stoddart only, and I received a courteous letter in reply. I had recently been married, and Mr. Wallack said he could not think of separating me from my wife, so he thought I had better remain. It does not seem so easy a matter now for man and wife to remain together in professional life | in fact, it seems to be almost the rule that they must go their separate ways, joint engagements not being thought by managers to be desirable. It so happened, however, that neither of us rej oined Mr. Wallack.
Late in 1855 Miss Laura Keene returned
to New York and opened the Metropolitan,
a theater in Broadway opposite to Bond
Street,  which she  rechristened  "Laura
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